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Spreading Guru Nanak's message of 
oneness through his music 


Shivpreet Singh, the 10th descendent of 
noted 17th Century poet Bhai Nandlal Goya, shares 
his life’s purpose and musical journey 


Bhai Nandlal was one of the 52 poets in Guru 
Gobind Singh's courts 
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His rendition of Gurbani under the wholesome 
umbrella of raagmala with different instrument 
creating a bouquet would be a right introduction. 


Shivpreet Singh, a celebrated singer and composer, 
based out of USA is the 10th descendent of noted 
Sikh poet Bhai Nandlal Goya, known as the ‘crown 
jewel’ of Guru Gobind Singh's court. 


Coming from a lineage where Gurbani is a way of 
life, Shivpreet has created his own kind of music, a 
unique blend of Indian classical, western, pop, folk 
Styles in kirtan. The artiste was in Amritsar and 
performed at various platforms to spread Guru 
Nanak’s message of ‘oneness’ through his music. 


"I feel my life’s purpose is to sing. I started learning 
music when I was five or six, training under Pt 
Raghunath Prasanna. I used to learn and sing 
shabads myself and the more I did that, the more 
connected I felt to the Guru,” he said. He later 
studied music at UC Berkeley. Shivpreet is known as 
a pioneer in fusion Sikh kirtan music. Ask him ‘what 
kind of response did his experimentation with 
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kirtan music generated’ and the answer might 
sound like a revelation. 


“Sikh audience and music are generally very open. 
Many people ask me why I chose fusion, when I 
could do it the conventional way using harmonium. 
So, I tell them that that’s how Guru Nanak did it. I 
feel that Guru Nanak is the one who actually 
introduced fusion music. He picked up a western 
instrument — rabab — when he sang and not any 
Indian folk or traditional one. He created this fusion 
of western and eastern music that was amenable to 
ears. My experimentation with instruments is just a 
way to add colour to his music, as the Guru said, 
Rang Rata Mera Sahib,” he explains. 


His collaborations with eminent artistes including 
Suellen Primost, Muriel Anderson, one of the most 
celebrated finger guitarists in the US and eminent 
Indian veena player Rajhesh Vaidhya has been 
instrumental in taking Sikh kirtan music globally as 
well as connecting with the next generation of the 
audience. Shivpreet maintains that his concerts are 
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not performances but meditation. He says: “When I 
look for collaborating with an artiste, Ido not go by 
the book. It's only when I hear something that just 
connects with me and what I do as a musician, I go 
for it. When I worked with Muriel Anderson, it 
happened so and now she listens to the kirtan every 
day. Sometimes, we do not even need rehearsals, 
we just play together and music happens,” he said. 
Currently, he is developing a genre of music 
blending jazz, pop and Indian classical. 
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A financial analyst and biochemist by profession, he 
has of late, shifted his focus on developing his 
music further and supporting artistes globally. “So, 
everything I do is connected with Guru Nanak. Last 
year, I founded a non-profit Dhunanand that has 
become a channel to support artistes, who are 
fighting for a humanitarian cause. I believe that 
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artistes fight the long fight. Guru Gobind Singh had 
52 poets in his courts, including Bhai Nandlal, and 
supported their art. On the same principle, every 
dollar that comes from streaming revenue through 
Dhunanand is dedicated to support the artistes, 
who are spreading oneness through their work," he 
said. He has been supporting Bhai Mardana’s family 
in Pakistan, giving them a monthly stipend. He is 
also supporting Ukrainian artistes, who are making 
art for peace. 


A self-confessed perfectionist, Shivpreet calls 
himself a musician first. He shared that when he 
spends hours perfecting a single line while singing 
a shabad, repeating it thousands of times in the 
process, it becomes him. “That's how I got 
connected with the Guru. The instrumentation, the 
music the notes it all disappears after a while, only 
the bani remains,” he explains. The reason, his 
music transports the listener into a spiritual realm, 
evoking emotional response often. 
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Shivpreet Singh (Brief Biography) 
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Shivpreet was born in Kathmandu, Nepal in March 
1975. Shivpreet was trained in Indian classical music 
since the age of 5 years from Indian shehnai and 
bansuri legend Mastreo Pandit Raghunath 
Prasanna of the Banaras Gharana. He is one of the 
rare Western musicians trained in Indian Classical 
music under the traditional ‘Guru Shishya 
Parampara’. This tradition has been passed on for 
several centuries in India through an oral tradition. 


He grew up in South Delhi, India and went to Delhi 
Public School, R. K. Puram, in India where he topped 
his class in 10th grade. He studied English, Sanskrit, 
Hindi, and Punjabi since his formative years. 
Growing up he was a musical prodigy and was 
honored by the former Indian President Giani Zail 
Singh at age 15 for his inaugural bansuri 
performance. 


In 1991, Shivpreet moved to San Francisco Bay Area 
and completed his high school at Silver Creek High 
School San Jose, California where he was 
valedictorian of his class in 1992. He graduated 
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from UC Berkeley with a major in Biochemistry and 
a minor in Music in 1996. 


Shivpreet's first CD, Ardaas was launched in the US 
in 1997 by EMI making him the first South Asian 
musician to land a major record deal. Shivpreet 
continues to do research on Indian classical music 
ragas and is a popular niche blogger on Ragas. The 
melodic variant components of his music rely 
primarily on his significant vast knowledge about 
conveying specific emotions through melody 
cascading specific Raags. 
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Shivpreet Singh, 10th direct descendant of 
celebrated 17th century Sikh Poet Bhai Nandlal 
Goya is an entrepreneur philanthropist and multi- 
media artist based in California. He is the founder 
of DhunAnand Foundation, a nonprofit corporation 
focused on supporting artists serving the planet. He 
is the founder and CEO of BioRamon 
Pharmaceuticals, a biopharmaceutical company 
involved in the discovery and research of Oncology 
medicine. He is also the cofounder of Stonegate 
Bio, a healthcare advisory Services firm based in 
Dallas, Texas Shivpreet has a Bachelors from UC 
Berkeley and an MBA from University of Chicago 


Shivpreet Singh pioneered a new genre of indo- 
American music that brings together melodic 
intricacies of Indian classical music Instrumentation 
and harmonic elements of Western music, 
contemporary musicians from around the world, as 
well as philosophy and poetry of diverse traditions 
focused on oneness. Over 20 million minutes of 
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Shivpreet's music are listened annually by an 
audience around the world 


SHIVPREETS BUSINESS BACKGROUND 


Shivpreet is also an accomplished business 
professional focused on healthcare. He holds 
bachelor degrees in Biochemistry and Music from 
UC Berkeley, as well as an MBA from the University 
of Chicago Booth School of Business. He was one 
of the leading equity research analysts in the US 
and covered the Biotechnology sector and was 
rated among the top three biotechnology analysts 
by Forbes in the US. His opinion on the US 
Biotechnology sector has been widely quoted in 
leading US media including CNN, CNBC. 
Bloomberg and Barron's Guide. He _ provides 
advisory services through Stonegate Bio, a 
healthcare and sustainability strategic and banking 
service firm that he co-founded in 2022. He is also 
the founder and CEO ~ of  BioRamon 
Pharmaceuticals, a biopharmaceutical company 
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involved in the discovery and research of oncology 
medicine 
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SHIVPREET SINGH'S PROJECTS 


DhunAnand Foundation 
Bhagat Sant Namdev 


Guru Nanak 


POPULAR MUSIC 

Guru Nanak's Aarti (Gagan Mein Thaal Rav), 
Guru Arjan's Saas Saas and Meetha Meetha, 
Guru Tegh Bahadur's Raghunath 

Guru Gobind Singh's Sanyasa 

Bhagat Namdev's Sansar Samunde 

Bhagat Sant Kabir's Tu Tu Karta Tu Hua 
Bhagat Sheikh Farid's Pir Dekhan Ki Aas 
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DhunAnand Foundation 


- Supporting Artists Who Serve The Planet 


Why and How DhunAnand was Started: 


The guru has conjured music through me and for 
that reason it is guru's gift to the world. Since I had 
started a YouTube channel in 2014, I was relatively 
unknown. But, thanks to so many of you joining int 
to listen to this music around the world, lately there 
has been a significant increase in traffic. In just the 
last year, you all have invested over 50 million 
minutes of their time listening to this music. This is 
very humbling for me because | have not done any 
commercial promotion. The guru is truly involved 
in this along with the blessings of the listeners. So I 
am immensely thankful to the guru and you all! 
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While I have been fortunate to spend many hours 
doing what I love, and you have invested a lot of 
time and energy listening and sharing the same. 
While the money being generated is meagre, it is 
sacred to me. I know from interactions I have had 
with you, this music is sacred to you as well. So my 
desire bumanity throuab thonroccade of this music 
for that nurnoco Lanvicianad the orantian of Dhun 
Anand Foundation. 


The ongoing pandemic resulted in severe hardships 
for artists worldwide. I am hopeful that the 
formation of DhunAnand will help bring resources 
to a few committed artists to let them do what they 
love doing. Moreover, I hope that we can develop 
some content to raise awareness and inspire action 
on climate change, one of the highest needs of our 
times. We believe the “Dhun" or content that we 
create will change hearts and minds and bring 
about “Anand” or joy in the world. 


In July 2021, I took advice from many of my 
listeners and decided to start a nonprofit 
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corporation through which we could help artists. 
For that purpose, since the middle of this year, a 
group of volunteers started meeting weekly to 
work on DhunAnand. We incorporated DhunAnand 
Foundation as a nonprofit in California on August 
18, 2021. We realized early on, that it wasn't just 
financial resources that artists needed; they also 
needed inspiration, direction, help with sound, 
graphics, video, social presence, distribution, and 
marketing. We are providing resources and 
inspiration to artists, and also organizing some 
performances for 2022. Our first online event is 
called Be Like The Whales; it will be an online event 
to raise awareness and inspire action for saving our 
oceans and marine life. 


Mission & Vision of DhunAnand 


The mission of DhunAnand Foundation is to 
Support artists who are serving the planet. We 
provide artists the resources so they can inspire the 
world to solve humanity's biggest problems. We 
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envision bringing lasting joy to the world through 
our creative endeavors. 


BIGGEST PROBLEMS CURRENTLY FACED BY 
HUMANITY 


¢ The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
recently detailed how “catastrophic impacts lie 
ahead" unless the world rapidly cuts greenhouse 
gas emissions. 


¢ Data overwhelmingly indicating that climate 
change, environmental pollution, and 
epidemics/pandemics are having a detrimental 
effect on mental health. 


¢ While awareness of climate change and _ its 
impacts has improved, people are often hesitant to 
take action to change their behavior. 


¢« Many artists often lack resources or the 
inspiration to develop joyful non-commercial music 
that they love creating. 
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This has been exaggerated due to the ensuing 
pandemic. Johns Hopkins University reports that, as 
of August 2021, the percentage of job losses at 
nonprofit arts organizations remains nearly 4 times 
worse than the average of all nonprofits. 


DHUNANAND'S SOLUTIONS EMPOWER ARTISTS 


We empower artists who are committed to their art 
as well as to humanity. We can help such artists in 
developing and distributing their creations, as well 
as providing inspiration for new _ purposeful 
projects. In our first year, we are providing need- 
based monthly stipends for around five artists for a 
year. For additional artists and inspiring projects 
aligned with our mission, we are providing 
inspiration, distribution, marketing and additional 
post-production services. 


FOSTER ONENESS 
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Our music and related art projects foster oneness 
by raising awareness and inspiring action on shared 
goals. Consistent with the 17 — sustainable 
development goals adopted by United Nation 
member states in 2015, these projects aim to 
reduce inequalities, fight poverty, hunger, conflict, 
disease and illiteracy, sour economic growth and 
tackle climate change. 


FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE 


We believe climate change is significant threat to 
the world as we know it and through DhunAnand 
Foundation we envision creating a _ global 
community of revolutionaries who become 
Ambassadors of Oneness who inspire changes that 
will save our planet and bring long lasting joy to Its 
people. 


Volunteers: Ambassadors of Oneness 


What makes me the most excited is to find people 
who want to help everywhere ... we are calling them 
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Ambassadors of Oneness. I have been humbled by 
the support of many of my fellow collaborators and 
artists who have decided to lend their creativity to 
this project. More than just feeding a few artists, I 
envision that through DhunAnand we can raise 
awareness about the big problems that the 
humanity faces like climate change. 


First, I must thank the co-founding team including 
Amrita Asrani, Kirthana Kavassery, Harjeet Bajaj, 
Harprit Singh, Fontain Riddle, Gurpaul Kapoor, 
Sakshi Saini, and Suellen Primost. I am especially 
grateful to Suellen Primost for lending her amazing 
energy to this project while dealing with cancer. I 
am also thankful to all the following people for 
helping out with different aspects of DhunAnand. 


Abhijit Chakraborty - Bass (Calcutta, India) 
Alexis Harte - Singer/Songwriter (California, US) 
Amrita Asrani - Strategy (Mumbai, India) 


Anubhav Tiwari - Entrepreneur (Mumbai, India) 
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Arshiya Singh - Organizer, 

Activist (Pleasanton, California, US) 

Aviral Vaid - Website Developer (California, US) 

Ram - Folk Singer (Rajasthan, India) 

Bikramjit Kandhari - Entrepreneur (Chandigarh, India) 
Elizabeth Lizzie Lacey - Peacemaker (Hawaii, US) 

Flash Sitar (Farhan Khan) - Composer/Sitar (California, US) 
Fontain Riddle - Singer/Songwriter (California, US) 

Fran Bak - Gongs (Bhutan) 

Gobind Kapoor - Student (San Ramon, California) 

Dr. Gurnam Singh - Dean and Musicologist (Patiala, India) 
Gurpal Kapoor - Entrepreneur (California, US) 

Harjeet Bajaj - Chief Financial Officer, 

Dhunanand (Toronto, Canada) 


Harprit Singh - Chief Technology Officer, Dhunanand, 
(California, US) 


Harvey Singh - Graphic Designer (Delhi, India) 


Harvinder Kaur - Finance (California, US) 
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Janapriyan Levine - Producer (California, US) 

Jania Kaur - Student (California, US) 

Jeff Kaufman - Broker (New York, US) 

Jérémy Marais - Composer/Saxophone (Israel) 

Jesse Shelmire - CEO of a Banking Firm (Texas, US) 
Katarina Koprivc - Composer/Pianist (Slovenia) 

Kirthana Kavassery - Singer/Writer (California, US) 
Lakshmi Vasist - Scientist (East Coast, US) 

Linda Hess - Professor, Stanford (California, US) 

Mara Zepeda - Social Entrepreneur (South Carolina, US) 


Michael Stocker - Acoustician/Scientist/Musician (California, 
US) 


Muriel Anderson - Guitarist (Nashville, US) 

Nigel Robinson - Drummer/Producer (UK) 

Nilesh Vaid - Software (California, US) 

Pragya Singh - Singer/Writer (Rajasthan, India) 

Pt. Rajendra Prasanna - Composer, Flautist (Delhi, India) 


Rajesh Prasanna - Composer/Flautist (Delhi, India) 
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Ravinder Aurora - Business Executive (Connecticut, US) 
Roohani Sisters - Sufi Band (Delhi, India) 

Sakshi Saini - Writer/Storyteller (Delhi, India) 

Sarfraz Lal Mardana - Spiritual Singer (Lahore, Pakistan) 
Shabnam Virmani - Documentary/Filmmaker 

( Shaminder Kaur - Graphic Designer (Delhi, India) 

Suellen Primost - Head of Resources, Cellist (California, US) 
Unnat Singh - Student (East Coast, US) 


Victoria Ryan - Artist/Nonprofit director (California, US) 


JOIN US TO 
¢ Help artists that are committed to oneness. 


¢ Meet like-minded and committed artists and 
revolutionaries 


¢ Fight climate change by raising awareness 


¢ Find financial resources for your artistic projects » 
Gain exposure through our website, other artists 
and social media. 
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Where does the name DhunAnand come from? 


On June 18, 2021 I started meditating on the 
following Guru Arjan Shabad in Raag Kalyan: 


Gun nad dhun anand bed 


Kathat sunat mun jana mil sant mandli 


Translation: The Glory of God is the Sound-current 
of the Naad, the Celestial Music of Bliss, and the 
Wisdom of the Vedas. Speaking and listening, the 
silent sages and humble beings join together, in the 
Realm of the Saints. 


The name of the project came Guru Arjan's "dhun 
anand" which refers to the joyous melody of the 
unstruck praise sound. 
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Guru Nanak 550 - 
A Unique Project by Shivpreet Singh 
Celebrating Guru Nanak's 550th Birth Anniversary 


I have been doing kirtan since I was a child and 
since before I have memory. I started focusing on 
Guru Nanak in 2010 when I decided to explore how 
he used music to connect to people who lived in 
different regions, spoke different languages and 
had disparate cultures and religions. I was inspired 
by how sweet he must have sung to have had such 
a big impact. So [have been on a journey to explore 
Oneness through music the way. While I started 
writing about this since 2010 starting with 
meditations on oneness, I started a project to 
celebrate Guru Nanak's 550th birth anniversary in 
2018 with new recordings. I have composed over 
150 pieces of which over 60 have been released; I 
plan to continue working on these compositions. 
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Someone asked me write about this experience and 
the following is what I wrote (I continue to edit this 
to keep it current). 


SINGING GURU NANAK 
For a Year As long as I sing, I live. 
As soon as I forget, I die 


(So Kyon Visrai) - Guru Nanak, Raag Asa 


On the momentous occasion of Guru Nanak's 
550th birth anniversary celebrations, I decide to 
spend a year meditating upon the words and music 
of Guru Nanak. Its exciting ... For many years Bhai 
Gurdas has reminded me how Guru Nanak lighted 
his life, Kal Taaran Guru Nanak Aaya. I commence 
excitedly, focusing on the light that is brighter than 
one hundred moons and one thousand suns 
combined, the light of Guru Nanak's prayer, the 
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universal Aarti with the stars studded in the sky's 
platter. 


I decide to sing Guru Nanak completely this year. 
The initial plan is to record 55 new compositions. I 
think this to be momentous because normally I can 
only do 10-12 compositions in a year. This is also 
momentous because I will sing shabads that are 
rarely heard and expound raagas rarely explored. 
But mostly it is momentous and exciting because I 
will live with the sweet words of the Guru and have 
them recorded for myself to hear for the rest of my 
life. 


I start out with a live recording of an album. Guru 
Nanak's Elemental Meditations. I invite 5 musicians 
to my home to record an improvisation album of 
the Mool Mantra. Musicians from three continents 
come together for 2 hour of bliss. 


And then I move on to Guru Nanak's shabads, from 
Vadde Mere Sahiba in Raag Asa to Har Bin Jio in 
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Raag Sri to Haun Dhadi in Raag Majh and so on. 
Like Rang Rataa, the universal power he sings for, 
Guru Nanak songs are multicolored. They are filled 
with humility and love, courage and fortitude, truth 
and bliss. The words are so apt for me. Every one 
touches the heart. I find it truly amazing that the 
Guru writes these shabads for me. Often I am just 
left in wonder. Waheguru Satnam! 


I include in this project shabads that I have 
recorded previously and the research I have done 
on those. One that I really enjoyed researching was 
Guru Nanak's Jaisi Main Aveh. This is a shabad of 
courage at the time of tyranny. It is one of many 
examples that shows Guru Nanak's message is 
much bigger than the "Kirat Karo, Naam Japo, 
Wand Chhako". I loved reading Babar's 
autobiography as part of this exercise. Both this and 
the rumination on this shabad was truly eye 
opening. 
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Days go by, weeks and then months. Iam enjoying 
this a lot compared to previous years. Instead of 
meandering through the various colors of the 
oneness randomly. Through singing Guru Nanak, I 
am focused on singing One, singing Ek Onkaar, 
singing Naam. 


Within a few months, I realize things are going 
really well, and music is descending upon me faster 
than it ever has. I am loving it, and I don't want to 
count where I am to see if Iam done with 55. That 
would be very sad. I don't want it to end. So, I 
remove the numbered list on my laptop. I stop 
counting my compositions. Singing Guru Nanak 
cannot be caged in limits. Akaal! 


Now with about a month left for Guru Nanak's 
550th anniversary, I have far exceeded my original 
number of compositions. But I feel like I have not 
even the scratched the surface of the Guru's ocean. 
I have not even begun the sing Guru Nanak. 
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His message Is precipitating upon me. San Ramon 
has the sweet fragrance of Dharamsaal Kartarpur. 
Singing Is his life and singing is his lesson. Different 
shabads and raags are amalgamating into one. The 
simplicity of his message is amazingly elegant. 
Remember Naam sings Baba Nanak. That is his only 
message. Just that one. One! No other ritual is 
needed, no higher prayer, no sweeter song, no 
farther travel, no purer cleansing, no quieter 
silence, and no fuller symphony. 


Remember Naam is the incessant song weaved 
through all Remember Your True Essence he chants 
in all his words. In all kinds of darkness, the best 
answer Is to sing the true essence. And no one is 
bereft of this true essence. At the Guru's gate 
everyone Is singing. Everything is singing. The wind 
singing in its blowing. The water sings in its flowing. 
The fire sings in its burning. The planets sing in their 
revolving. Because the Guru makes them. 
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Likewise, in acceptance, I sing too. I sing because 
what better purpose of life there is. I sing Tere Gun 
Gaavaan as it was sung by Bhai Samund Singh a 
hundred years ago. Like Guru Nanak did 500 years 
ago. Or do I? 


I used to think I sing, but with the Guru's grace the 
singing just happens. The Guru just sings and I float 
in his boat. He takes me across ... Gur Taar 
Taaranhareya like he did in Ramkali 50 years ago. 
The decision is not mine. The singing is not mine 
either. All power is His. Aakhan Jor Chupai Na Jor. 
Singing Guru Nanak for a year is impossible. This 
singing continues and promises never to end. Such 
grace upon me is momentous. 
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